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WHY
MEANDERS?
The eroding
bends of gooseneck meanders
through the
lower floodplains
of Edgars Creek
are part of a
natural process.
Apparently,
there are no
other areas along
the urbanised
sections of Merri
and Edgars
Creeks where
this process can
be preserved.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Now that the promise of Spring is upon us, we
can all watch with satisfaction the results of our
Winter’s work. The months ahead are a busy
weeding time for our Tree Custodians, who
planted thirty River Red-gums along the Creek
down stream from Edwardes Lake during July.
Another twenty enthusiastic ‘friends’ gathered
during August, on the banks of a meander
south of the Kodak bridge in North Coburg, to
plant 280 riparian habitat plants.
Again, while we all receive a great deal of satisfaction planting and imagining what will be in
years to come, it is the weeding work we do in
Spring and the watering during the heat of
Summer that will give these plantings the best
chance of reaching their potential.
A series of weed control workshops that the
Merri Creek Management Committee is providing for FoEC members, beginning in October,
are designed to give us the necessary skills to
look after these plantings.
Until then, one weed gone is one weed less!

Our Confluence Tree: Tree
Custodian Project Launch,
July 2008 at the confluence of
Merri and Edgars Creeks

Something we can all be
proud of
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So, as you walk along the Creek,
take a moment to grab a fist full of
weeds encroaching any one of our
plantings, give it a good shake, look
around you, and imagine what we
will all achieve together, with many
hands.
Another fantastic development is
the Community Notice Board recently installed by the Moreland City
Council down by the bridge adjacent
to the Edgars Creek waterfall. This

Thanks everyone for your enthusiastic and sometimes irreverent participation. We have another exciting
program of activities to look forward
to over the next few months so, as
we say, ‘See you down the Creek’!

Stephen Northey, President

Sense of place

Young Tree
Custodians planting
a future

FROM THE SECRETARY

Whenever we gather for our
monthly activities it is a true
celebration of community
spirit.

Watering the first
Custodian tree,
watched closely by
local MP, Christine
Campbell (Centre)

provides us with a place to
‘interpret’ our work for others and
hopefully attract more people to join
us.

Therefore, we encourage you to
invite a neighbour along to our next
activity to share in the fun. Not only
do more people make lighter work,
it also shows Councils and policy
makers how much our community
cares about our Creek.

Since February this year, we
have attracted 57 financial
members. All our activities
are well attended. Sometimes it is difficult to tell who
is having more fun: the kids,
the dogs or the adults.

Since last newsletter, we have enjoyed a plant propagation talk from
Judy Allen, planted 30 River-red
Gums and have begun restoring riparian habitat to a meander of the
Creek.

We can all feel good about doing
something active for our environment. At the same time, what we
hear most is that you had FUN at
our activities. What better way to
keep our community alive!

We also have some fantastic activities planned over the coming
months, including a tour of Westgarthtown and our Frog Census
Night. (See page 10-11 for more
details)
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As always, your committee is working hard
behind the scenes organising, coordinating,
meeting with stakeholders and lobbying our
land managers for the benefit of the Creek.
Together, with plenty of good humour, we
are indeed fostering a ‘sense of place.’

Aliey Ball, Secretary

Even dog Bunty is
reverent as the two Daves
plant the Confluence Tree

Propagating passion
COMMUNITY ALLIANCES

Passion is often the best resource
for a teacher. On a chilly Winter
afternoon in June, Judy Allen from
the Victorian Indigenous Nurseries
Cooperative (VINC) shared her
passion about indigenous plant
propagation during a workshop on
the subject held at the Newlands
Community Centre.
A group of about 16 Friends certainly learnt a lot from Judy, who
has a wealth of knowledge in this
area. She is the Chief Plant Propagator at VINC, as well as being the
convenor of the Friends of Westbreen Creek, a tributary of the
Moonee Ponds Creek.

New Community Notice
Board advertising our
activities, North Coburg.

Judy’s interest in propagation began when she was 9 years old.
“When I was 9, my brother and I
were ‘helping’ in the garden and a
branch of the fuchsia broke off.
Mum wasn't happy, but my brother
just poked it in the ground, and to
our amazement when we came
back to it in a month, it had put
out roots. Sometimes gardening is
just that simple”, Judy recounts.

“Sometimes

One of the
gardening is just
easiest indigenous
that simple.”
plants
to
propagate
is Hop Goodenia. In the nursery,
cuttings will put out roots in ten
days, utilising bottom heat, hormones and misting.
At home,
Judy puts cuttings in a shady place
near the back door, which put out
roots in about 3 weeks.
One of Judy’s secrets for success
is a mini shade house, the design
of which is based on the Coolgardie Safe. Cuttings like a cool,
humid environment, when they
don't have roots to give them
more water. This can be provided
in a shade house.
“My mini shade house is made by
draping cloth over a wire frame
and allowing the edges of the cloth
to rest in a dish of water. I put
cuttings in potting mix in a plant
pot, and place them under the
cloth. The cloth edges dipped in
water create a humid environment
as the cloth soaks up the water
and is evaporated away.”
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Resident raptors
FEATURED BIRD

In this issue of Meanders Quarterly we feature the raptors that inhabit our Creek reserve.
No, we are not talking about our younger neighbourhood folk who maybe heard uttering rapid, rhythmic,
stream-of-consciousness thought: they are rappers!
The word ‘raptor’ comes from the Latin raptare which
means ‘to seize and carry off’. At various times, the word
‘raptor’ has been used to refer to small, slender, carnivorous dinosaurs of the Cretaceous Period or people who
seize by force or rob.
Hobby Falcon
perched on power
lines
Photo by Geoff Gates

In relation to birds, however, raptors are birds of prey
who have both a hook-tipped bill and sharp curved claws
or talons which they use to ‘seize and carry off’ their
prey.
Eagles, kites, kestrels, hawks, harriers, falcons, goshawks, osprey, buzzards and owls are all classed as raptors.

“While the
Hobby Falcon
chases feral
doves mid-air

… the Blackshouldered Kite
will drop
silently onto an
unsuspecting
rabbit. ”

Two raptors that inhabit the Creek reserve, particularly
in the lower reaches, are the Australian Hobby Falcon
and the Black-shouldered Kite.
Australian Hobby Falcon
The Australian Hobby Falcon Falco longipennis, also
known as Little Falcon, is one of Australia’s smallest raptors. It is almost exclusively an on-the-wing hunter,
which means it is rarely observed hunting prey on the
ground.
At a height, the Hobby Falcon will take flying insects and
smaller birds, sometimes reaching speeds well over
100km per hour. Even at these speeds, Hobbies exhibit
excellent agility, often dodging through trees during tail
chases of avian prey. At dusk, you might catch a glimpse
of the Hobby flash past, chasing small bats.
Falcons have more stamina than most birds. They
chase their prey till it is exhausted and then slash it. The
Hobby Falcon can take prey its own body size and is apparently fond of feral doves.
The Hobby Falcon has a widespread habitat, found
throughout all of mainland Australia and across northern
and eastern Tasmania. During Winter, the Hobby migrates to Indonesia and New Guinea.

Encourage a friend or neighbour to join the
Friends of Edgars Creek
MEANDERS
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When breeding, the Hobby Falcon takes over nests of
other birds. The female incubates and broods her young
while the male hunts.
A pair of Hobby Falcons have been observed during the
past year around the confluence area adjacent to the
Coburg Harriers Athletics Club. Perhaps, we might suggest a name change to the Coburg Falcons?
Black-shouldered Kite
Black-shouldered Kites Elanus axillaris are small birds of
prey common to city parks over most of Australia. They
have a white head, pale grey to white body and tail, a
black patch on the shoulder and in front of the eye, grey
to brown wings and distinctive red to orange eyes.
You may hear the hoarse wheezing sound or the sharp
whistle of the Black-shouldered Kite when you take a walk
along the Creek in the early morning or late afternoon.
Their distinctive red eyes help them to see in these low
light conditions.

Black-shouldered Kite
hovering in search of
prey
Photo by Geoff Gates

Look up and you may see him hovering high above the
ground searching for mice, lizards, snakes, frogs and insects; his wings flapping high and fast with tail pointed
down. Even in strong wind, the Black-shouldered Kite can
hold its hovering position while searching for prey.
Black-shouldered Kites have been observed recently
around the elevated hill-side opposite the former Kodak
site. If you are lucky, you may see a pair of Kites perched
still in a tall dead tree or on the power lines, surveying
the scene, watching for rabbits.
The Black-shouldered Kite will drop silently onto it’s prey
and grab it in it’s sharp talons. With it’s sharp hooked
beak, he sets to work tearing it apart. With the lack of
rabbit control along the Creek, surely we need more hungry Kites.
Preening, for birds of prey is particularly important. Their
feathers must be unruffled and smoothed down to ensure
optimum flight and success hunting their prey.
Before flight, the Black-shouldered Kite will preen, defecate and cast. Casting is the practice of regurgitating
balls of indigestible food such as fur, feathers and bones
swallowed as part of their last catch.
Black-shouldered Kites make small, compact nests high
up in the trees from a loose cup of sticks and leaves. In
Winter to Spring, the females lay three to four white
eggs, which have red-brown blotches.
The female sits on her eggs for 30 days. When the eggs
hatch, the soft down covered chicks are helpless. The female feeds her chicks with food brought back to the nest
by the male. The male will call to the female, who leaves

Black-shouldered Kite
surveying the scene
Photo by David Cook
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the nest, flies towards him and
receives his catch in mid-air.

“Hopefully, as
the young red
gums planted
along the
Creek mature,
more nesting
sites will become available
for our raptor
residents. ”

When the chicks are older both
parents take it in turns to feed
them. Within five weeks, the
chicks will have grown feathers
and are ready to fly. These Juvenile birds typically have a deep
buff head and upper breast with
brown eyes. Their wings are a
mottled buff or brown with prominent white tips. Over time, they
become progressively whiter as
they grow into adulthood.

Hopefully, as the young red gums
planted along the Creek mature,
more nesting sites will become
available for our raptor residents.
Then it will be a good thing living
under a flight path.

Have you seen any
interesting birds or animals
down by the Creek?
Email: edgarscreek@freshwater.net.au

Alisma plantago-aquatica
FEATURED PLANT

Water Plantain Alisma plantagoaquatica is an erect aquatic perennial plant that grows to 1.5m high.
Water Plantain is a member of
the Alismataceae
family
which
grows
widely
throughout
the
world. It thrives
growing in mud in
shallow freshwater
but will persist in
drying mud. It has
broad leaves and
regenerates from
both seeds and
corms.
During

An aquatic
environment
featuring Alisma
plantago-aquatica

summer it has small, dainty white
flowers and later develops nuts
about 2mm long.
Sometimes referred to as maddog weed, Water Plantain is a herb
commonly used in traditional Chinese medicine, where it is described as having a cold nature
and a sweet, bland taste. The medicinal part of the plant is the dried
root, which is used primarily to
treat conditions associated with
the kidney, bladder, and urinary
tract. There are several subspecies
of Alisma plantago found throughout the world, but their medicinal
uses are apparently the same.
Modern scientific research confirms that Alisma does act as a
mild diuretic, although
no studies have yet
been performed on human subjects. Fresh
Alisma roots and leaves
are in fact poisonous,
therefore consultation
with a medical practitioner prior to use is
strongly advised.

Small white flower of Alisma plantagoaquatica

MEANDERS

While Water Plantain
and
other
aquatic
plants perform a vital
function in improving
the water quality of our
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Creek, elsewhere Alisma is classified as a
weed.

Irrigation District (MVID), where its control
relies exclusively on the use of herbicides.

According to Rural Industries Research and
Development Corporation, Water Plantain has
infested the rice fields of the Murray Valley

Here, in our Creek, Alisma is an important
part of a healthy aquatic environment.
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The Merri Creek Management Committee
MEET A STAKEHOLDER

direct seeding.

As the largest tributary of the Merri Creek,
the Edgars Creek catchment falls under the
management responsibility of the Merri Creek
Management Committee (MCMC).

The Parkland Management Team also works
closely with other agencies that manage utilities and easements within the Creek corridor,
including SPI AusNet, CitiPower and Yarra Valley Water.

MCMC was formed in 1989 to achieve a
shared vision for the Merri Creek for stakeholders in the Merri catchment.
As part of this shared vision, MCMC seeks to
ensure the preservation of natural and cultural
heritage, and the ecologically sensitive restoration, development and maintenance of the
Merri Creek and tributaries, their corridors and
associated ecological communities.
Importantly, MCMC works closely with the
community to achieve this vision. Much of our
recent involvement with MCMC has occurred
within this context.
Representatives from all the municipalities in
the Merri Creek catchment form a Committee
of Management which guides MCMC activities.
The Darebin, Hume, Moreland, Whittlesea,
Yarra and Mitchell Councils as well as representatives from the Friends of Merri Creek and
the Friends of Wallan Creek are all represented
on the committee.
MCMC is funded from direct support from its
local and state government members, from
state and federal grant programs, and from
competitively won tenders.
While MCMC does not own any land, the
MCMC Parkland Management Team undertakes
ecological restoration and revegetation works
along Merri Creek and its tributaries with the
approval of the land-owner, which is often one
of it’s member Councils, or Melbourne Water.
These restoration and revegetation works focus on establishing and maintaining competitive indigenous vegetation through carefully
targeted weed control, mulching, planting and

In recent times, MCMC has made submissions
in relation to the 9000 dwelling Aurora Development in North Epping and the Moreland City
Council objectives for the redevelopment of
the former Kodak site in North Coburg. Both
these submissions seek to ensure large, creekside urban developments protect and enhance
the environmental value of the Creek reserve.
In relation to the Aurora development, MCMC
submitted that the developer, VicUrban, had
not proposed sufficient mechanisms to achieve
the best environmental outcome for the Creek.
The Creek was not even shown on the original
development plans prepared by VicUrban.
MCMC also sought to increase the Creek corridor width within the development to allow the
Growling Grass Frog, recorded 400 metres
from Edgars Creek, to migrate to and from the
Creek. As a result, the final Comprehensive
Development Plan (DPO) for this site, as incorporated into the City of Whittlesea Planning
Scheme, provides stronger protection of the
environmental value of
the Creek and better
management and en“FoEC was
hancement
of
the
recently granted a
Creek reserve.
MCMC staff have also
been involved in other
environmental surveys
along Edgars Creek.
For example, in 1998
MCMC staff conducted
a remnant vegetation
assessment within the
City of Moreland, which
included
a
survey

licence from the
Department of
Sustainability and
Environment to
collect seed along
the Creek reserve”
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along the lower section of Edgars
Creek. This survey identified a
number of highly significant pockets of remnant vegetation, including a regionally significant remnant
Yellow Gum Eucalyptus leucoxylon
ssp connata in Cash Reserve, North
Coburg.
During 1995, MCMC staff were
involved in the Urban Platypus Program survey that inspected Edgars
Creek. Unfortunately, this survey,

which is a joint initiative of Melbourne Water and Australian Platypus Conservancy, was unable to
locate platypus in Edgars Creek.
These are all just some of the
roles played by the Merri Creek
Management Committee in relation
to Edgars Creek. In future issues of
Meanders Quarterly we will profile
some of the other habitat restoration and management work undertaken by MCMC along our Creek.

Watching our environment change

Edgars Creek, North Coburg in the 1994. Ronald Street in
top left corner.
Photo by Paul Gleeson

Edgars Creek, North
Coburg in the 1950s. Ronald
and Ballard Streets are mid
photograph. Kodak cliff in
the foreground. Pentridge
Prison top right. Notice the
course of the Creek without
the concrete channel.
Photo supplied by Irene Baker and Robert
Urquhart

Edgars Creek, North Coburg in the 2006. Ronald Street in
mid photograph.
Photo by Paul Gleeson
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In place of willows
RESTORATION PROJECT

Twenty Friends gathered below the Kodak
bridge during August to plant 280 riparian
habitat plants along a meander of the Creek in
North Coburg. This planting replaces several
willows removed by Melbourne Water contractors earlier this year.
Now, in place of willows, you will find Club
Rush Juncus usitatus, River Bottlebrush Callistermon sieberi and Woolly Tea-tree Leptospermum lanigerum along the waters edge.
Towards the top of the bank clusters of Sweet
Bursaria Bursaria spinosa, Spiny-headed Matrush Lomandra longifolia and Common Tussock
Grass Poa labillardierei wait expectantly for the
warmth of Spring. During September, we will
add Water Plantain Alisma plantago-aquatica
and Common Rush Bulboschocnus medianus to
this planting.
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Special thanks to
Richard Gray for his
work preparing the
site and helping plan
the planting scheme
for this project. Congratulations
to
all
Friends for a job well
done!
The Friends working
together (Below)
transforming the prepared
planting site (Right).

As we worked happily together, the ringing
of our mattocks against stubborn rock attracted many interested passers-by. Our newly
elected membership secretary, Leanne Trickey,
was kept busy handing out membership forms
and recruited three new Friends.

Weather report
FROM THE TREASURER

Over Winter we have begun to spend our
grant money on restoration projects and other
administrative and promotional activities.
We have purchased over 300 plants; planting materials such as stakes, tree guards and
jute mats; as well as a huge stack of mulch.
We have also contracted Indig-we-do to do
site preparation and fence construction and
MCMC for mulch distribution.
Our funding has allowed two members to attended a Certificate II First Aid course at the
Newlands Community Centre. With money
from our Melbourne Water Development and
Promotion Grant we have also purchased a

very snappy First Aid kit and covered the cost
of newsletter production and administration.
To balance our outgoings, we received a
$500 grant from the City of Darebin to help
promote our group in the Darebin municipality.
Our membership revenue has also continued
to grow, as the ‘good word’ gets around.
Over the next few months, we will find out if
our community grant applications with the Cities of Moreland and Whittlesea are successful
as well as a small equipment grant from the
Commonwealth Family and Community Services Department. The next round of Melbourne Water Community Grants also opened
on 20 August 2007, which we hope will fund
more restoration projects next year.
So all in all, Spring promises to be a time of
continued bounty, good spirits and well balanced books.

Anita Morgan, Treasurer
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“Discover
fascinating
local history

… hear
wonderful
stories of a
childhood
down by the
Creek ”

Come picnic amidst history, right
on the banks of Edgars Creek
A remnant of the early European
settlement of Victoria is found right
on the banks of our Creek in
Thomastown.
Westgarthtown is an historic
former dairy farming settlement
established in 1850 by German and
Wendish immigrants. During the
1930s, Westgarthtown’s milk was
retailed in Preston by Albert Siebel
who, in 1934, established the Pura
Dairy in Murray Road.
Many of Westgarthtown's bluestone heritage buildings and structures still survive today, including
Australia's oldest operating Lutheran Church (1856).

Bluestone
barn house,
Westgarthtown

Ziebell's farmhouse, Westgarthtown

Friends of Westgarthtown, following the tour.
So why not come and discover
this fascinating local historical site
and meet some other creekside
neighbours. We are told Robert has
wonderful stories of his childhood
down by the Creek, which he is all
too happy to share with us.

Westgarthtown
Tour & Picnic
We have organised a Friends of
Edgars Creek tour of this historic
precinct on Sunday 30 September
2007, from 1-3pm.
Our
tour
guide,
Robert
Wuchatsch, is a direct descendant
from one of the original Wendish
immigrant settlers. Most of his life
has been spent in the Wuchatsch
farmhouse, which is believed to be
the oldest in Victoria to have been
built, owned and continually occupied by the same family.
We have arranged a picnic in the
historic Ziebell's farmhouse
(c.1850-51), with Robert and other

MEANDERS

When: Sunday
30 September 2007, 1-3pm
Where: Ziebell's farmhouse,
Westgarthtown,
100 Gardenia Road,
Thomastown
Melway: Map 8 H5
Picnic lunch provided by the
Friends of Edgars Creek and
Friends of Westgarthtown
Bookings essential
Phone Stephen 9350 4212
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Upcoming FoEC events
16 September 2007
Planting day
Meet at waterfall, North Coburg, 1-3pm
30 September 2007
TOUR: Westgarthtown tour and picnic
Meet at Ziebell's farmhouse, Westgarthtown, 1-3pm
21 October 2007
Escarpment weed control workshop
Meet at waterfall, North Coburg, 1-3pm
Cleanup Australia Day
Meet at waterfall, North Coburg, 1-3pm
3 November 2007
Frog census night
Meet at waterfall, North Coburg, 6-9pm
18 November 2007
Riparian zone weed control workshop
Meet at waterfall, North Coburg, 1-3pm
16 December 2007
PARTY: Christmas picnic and ‘History of Lake’ tour
Edwardes Lake, Reservoir, 1-3pm
20 January 2008
Planting site preparation
Meet at waterfall, North Coburg, 1-3pm

Frog Watch Night

Most FoEC activities for 2007-8 are held near the
waterfall adjacent to Ronald Street in North Coburg.
(Melway Reference Map 18 A9.)

Frog Census Night
When: Saturday Night, 3 November
2007, from 6-9pm
Where: Edgars Creek Waterfall,
North Coburg
Melway: Map 18 A9
Snacks and goodies provided
Phone Aliey 040 713 2560
to Melbourne Water, where they are registered and sent to the Amphibian Research
Centre for identification and mapping.
The Friends of Edgars Creek are conducting
a census frog recording night on Saturday, 3
November 2007. Bring the kids, bring a
blanket and help us record the sounds of our
amphibian neighbours.

The Melbourne Water Frog Census Program is a
community-based frog monitoring program
across greater Melbourne funded and coordinated by Melbourne Water and run in partnership with the Amphibian Research Centre and
Melbourne Waterwatch.
The Melbourne Water Frog Census program involves the recording of frog calls at sites adjacent to local waterways. Tapes are then returned

What amphibian neighbours you ask? Well,
during the 2006 Frog Census, both the endangered Growling Grass Frog and the Eastern Banjo (Pobblebonk) Frog were recorded
along Edgars Creek. Let’s hope we hear them
again!
See the Victorian Frog Group website
www.frogs.org.au for more information.

The Friends of Edgars Creek is a community group
established in 2007 to help restore and protect
Edgars Creek, the largest tributary of Merri Creek.
OUR MISSION

To help improve the environmental and recreational
quality of Edgars Creek reserve by:

Mail to: C/- Friends of Edgars Creek

•

advocating for the management of this
important waterway as an entire freshwater
ecosystem

•

working with local Councils and Melbourne
Water to ensure any maintenance and
development works deliver a real and direct
benefit to the creek corridor

•

organising and facilitating events for the
community to be involved in restoration works
and environmental educational, and

•

communicating with developers to ensure they
understand how strongly the community values
the creek reserve from both an environmental
and recreational perspective.

17 Boyne Street
NORTH COBURG VIC 3058
Email: edgarscreek@freshwater.net.au
Phone: 03 9350 4212

We’re on the Web!
http://www.freshwater.net.au/foec.htm

Supported by the Melbourne Water and Cities of Darebin and Moreland Community Grants Programs

So, how clean is our Creek?
WATERWATCH REPORT

An increasing number of sites along
Edgars Creek are being tested
monthly for water quality.

This testing site is located just
south of Broadhurst Avenue,
near the bridge above the Edgars Creek Wetlands.

Since April this year, the Friends of
Edgars Creek has conducted tests at
two sites below and above the former Kodak site.

Downstream, a group calling
themselves the Outlook Road
Water Monitors, is conducting
tests at two locations by the
confluence of Edgars and Merri
creeks .

The water quality above the Edwardes Lake weir is also being monitored by Therese Grinter, Assistant
Coordinator of the Darebin Creek
Management Committee, with the
assistance of another two locals.

In the next issue of Meanders
Quarterly we will publish an
analysis of all this data, which
will give us a picture of changing water quality over the Winter and Spring period.

Patrick Belford,
Waterwatch Officer

