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Pollution Concern

WHY
MEANDERS?
The eroding
bends of
goose-neck
meanders
through the
lower
floodplains of
Edgars Creek
are part of a
natural
process.
Apparently,
there are no
other areas
along the
urbanised
sections of
Merri and
Edgars Creeks
where this
process can be
preserved.

Creekside burble
FROM THE PRESIDENT

There is little doubt this past summer has been harsh. Our Creek, once
called Dry Creek between 1850 and
1912, indeed ran dry. Victoria’s bushland burnt. Much, too much, was
lost. And then the first Autumn rain
fell, with a promise of a kinder season to follow.
Despite the searing backdrop, the
Summer months were ever busy for
the Friends of Edgars Creek: two
weed workshops hosted by the Merri
Creek Management Committee were
held along the Creek; an impressive
FoEC stall enlivened the Sydney Road
Festival; we held our 2nd Annual General Meeting and photographic exhibition; and recently partnered with
the Newlands Community Centre to
launch an Edgars Creek short story
competition for young writers.

No water flowing. Edgars Creek beneath the
Kodak Cliff, North Coburg, January 2009.
Photo by Stephen Northey

During this time we also won a
$13,500 grant from Melbourne Water
to continue restoration works along
Edgars Creek during 2009-10. Preparation for our Winter-Spring planting
season has begun in earnest. The
photo below opposite shows one of
our planting sites ready for that community spirit that made last planting
season such a tremendous success.
Again, this issue of Meanders is jam
packed with all news Edgars. I particularly encourage you to take note
of our 2009 calendar of events on
page 11. It includes a diverse range
of activities that provide an excellent
opportunity to renew old friendships,
meet more like-minded community
folk and be part of ensuring our
Creek remains a special place for all.

Stephen Northey

Prepared planting site along Edgars Creek
beneath the Kodak Cliff, North Coburg.
Photo by Stephen Northey
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Sense of place
“

FROM THE SECRETARY

Our first summer as locals has
proved an enjoyable one.
Walks
down the creek have been early
morning or evening affairs, with the
midday sun keeping us home. The
scorching weather dried up the
Creek, baked some of last year’s

… And some
who wanted
to ask,
“Where the
heck is
Edgars
Creek? .”

FoEC Stall at the
2009 Sydney Road
Festival.
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plantings, but it could have been a
lot worse we suppose. After just a
morning of rain the waterfall is running again and to the delight of our
canine friends the “dog’s pool” is no
longer a dirty puddle.
Sydney Rd Festival proved an opportunity to provide information
about FoEC to the wider community.
Our industrious president, Stephen
Northey, put together a fabulous noticeboard of photos, maps and information about FoEC’s activities for the
last two years. This attracted many
passersby, some who joined up,
some who bought a native plant or
two,
“Where the heck is Edgars
Creek?”
It will soon be time to dust off our
work boots, roll up our sleeves and
busy ourselves with planting. But before the hard work starts“Sometimes
we invite
readers to attend the wine and walk
gardening
is just
where the natural history
of Edgar’s
Creek is revealed – Thursday 26th
that simple.”
March (see page 11 for details).
We look forward to both a productive and enjoyable year along the
creek and once again the many
friendly faces that greet us in this
place we appreciate so much.

Jo Searle & Craig Hadley

Photo by Stephen Northey

... a word from Meg
Summer was hot, too hot for my custodian tree. But we
managed to keep it alive with water from the Creek and
lots of love. Recently, I have seen the Creek dry up and
then get moving again. I haven’t seen much wild life
down the Creek except a small skink, some fish and waterbugs. Today I went down to the Creek to plant some
trees; I didn’t do much planting but I did have a bit of an
explore in my gumboots until they filled with water. I noticed that the blackberries near the cliff have all been
sprayed. I was a bit disappointed as I like to pick them,
but I know it is necessary because they are a pest. We
will now be able to plant native plants in that space.
I am also looking forward to writing a story for the Edgars Creek story writing competition (see insert for details).

Meg, Aged 10

Critically endangered Golden Sun
Moth. Resident of the Craigieburn
Grasslands.
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“… an injection
of new blood
and fresh eyes
to enliven our
crusted and
jaded
minds ...”

Membership
matters
Our Annual General Meeting, held
on Sunday 22 February 2009, heralded a changing of the guard as far
as the position of Membership Secretary goes.
Sadly, Leanne Trickey retired from
the position at the AGM.
During her time in the position
Leanne did a terrific job welcoming
new members, managing our membership database and introducing
and organising afternoon teas at our
planting days. This latter innovation
greatly contributed to the social atmosphere at these events. The FoEC
Committee thanks Leanne for her
significant contribution.

another successful year for the FoEC.
No new nominations were received
for the positions of President, Secretary or Treasurer.
We are, however, grateful to Jo
Searle and Craig Hadley who have
both agreed to continue on as our
split personality Secretary, despite
the sleeplessness of nurturing two
young twins. We are thankful that Jo
and Craig’s poetic reflections will
continue to appear in the regular
Secretary’s column in our newsletter.
Anita Morgan has also agreed to
continue as FoEC Treasurer. No
doubt we are all indebted to Anita for
keeping FoEC out of debt and clear of
trouble! Anita continues to do an extraordinary job managing the FoEC
accounts and ensuring all our bills
get paid. Her professional expertise
and support continues to be invaluable to keeping FoEC humming
along.
Finally, despite echoing calls sent
forth along the Creek valley, no new
nominations returned for the position
of President. As such, Stephen
Northey has agreed to continue for
another year.
And what a great year it promises
to be!
We have a number of planting days
planned along increasingly beautiful
sections of the Creek; beneath the
Silurian cliff adjacent to the former
Kodak site; an extension of our
‘gooseneck’ meander site; as well as
more planting on the western bank
opposite the Edgars Creek waterfall.

Stopping for a cuppa.
Edgars Creek.
Planting day
2008
Photo by Leanne Trickey

MEANDERS

Thankfully, Sylvia Page has
stepped up to the plate and was duly
elected, with a modicum of fanfare,
as Membership Secretary. Sylvia has
been a regular and enthusiastic participant at our monthly activities. As
a Committee, we certainly welcome
the injection of new blood and fresh
eyes to enliven our crusted and
jaded minds! We look forward to
working with Sylvia to make 2009

Later this month our friends from
MCMC are presenting a natural history of Edgars Creek talk, creekside,
over a glass of wine and a nibble of
cheese. In June, we are joining the
Friends of Edwardes Lake for an
Ephemeral Wetland planting day
along the Creek in Reservoir.
So please check out our activity
calendar on page 11 and we hope to
see you ‘down-by-the-Creek’.
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Straw-necked Ibis and friends
FEATURED BIRDS

“Along
Edgars Creek
there are
numerous
carolling
magpies,
darting
swallows and
happy little
Willie
Wagtails”

David and I moved to Coburg North
in April 2008 to be near two sons and
partners, and two grandchildren. We
left a two-storey corrugated iron
dwelling sited on 100 acres of bush
and a wide creek in country New
South Wales, close to Canberra
where we both worked. We had an
energy independent solar system and
drew most of our water from the
creek, the water being incredibly
clean and drinkable.
When planning our move to the
suburbs of Melbourne, we naturally
had anxieties about the very different environment that we would move
to. After the absolute quiet of living
in the bush surrounded by kangaroos, wallabies, wombats, cockatoos
(cheeky white sulphur-crested and
the magnificent yellow-tailed blacks),
kookaburras, wrens, rosellas, friendly
echidnas, small bats, red-bellied
black snakes, a myriad of frogs in
the dam and the creek, and even, to
our great excitement, an occasional
platypus in the creek, we wondered
how we would manage.

Edgars Creek after rain, North Coburg
Photo by Joanna Adams 2008

Fortunately, at Coburg North, we
were able to purchase a small exHousing Commission house overlooking a 35-acre parkland and Edgar’s
Creek. We immediately joined FoEC
and David assisted with five tree

plantings. The move from living in
the bush, including 20 acres of old
growth forest, to this unique spot in
suburbia has been far less painful
than we anticipated and we are delighted to be here with fantastic
neighbours and friendly residents.
I regularly walk in the mornings
along Edgars Creek, past the confluence of Merri and Edgars round to
the bridge past Coburg Lake. At first
I did not encounter anything too exciting but gradually I have noticed
new birds and over the past few
weeks have been thrilled to hear the
Eastern (Banjo) Pobblebonk frog
(Limnodynastes dumerili) near Edgars Creek waterfall. I have heard
kookaburras on several “Sometimes
occasions,
and seen numerous gardening
rainbow lorikeets
is just
and rosellas in the trees, noisily and
happily chatting as they that
do. The
bird
simple.”
life is amazingly abundant thanks to
FoEC and its remarkable treeplanting activities.
A few weeks ago a large group of
about 15 galahs began arriving each
morning and afternoon in the grassland near the waterfall and then
made nests in the trees near the golf
practice range. I saw them most
days. They were a happy cheeky
bunch.
More common, but not easily seen
since they are so well camouflaged,
are
the
red-rumped
parrots
(Psephotus
haematonotus),
also
known as ground parrots, red-backed
parrots and grass parrots. They always move around in pairs, often
four together. They seem quite reckless feeding on the ground and one
wonders at their safety with cats in
proximity. However they fly very
swiftly when disturbed, although one
can get quite close before they make
their rapid departure, with a shrill
two-syllable cry. They can also be
heard softly chattering together in
the trees and when feeding.
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ber through to April depending on
conditions. Its nest is a platform of
sticks built in bushes, trees or low
plants and usually hidden from prying eyes. White ibis breed together
with other species of ibis and also
with spoonbills. They normally inhabit swamps, and shallow lake borders. They are predominantly white,
the head and neck black with pink
bands on the back of the head, and
no feathers on the head or neck.
They have a red patch under the
wing and on each side of the breast.

ABOVE. Redrumped
Parrots grazing
grasslands,
North Coburg.
BELOW. White Ibis
fishing Edgars
Creek, North
Coburg.

Along Edgars Creek there are numerous carolling magpies, darting
swallows and happy little Willie Wagtails as well as a great variety of
wattle birds and parrots. The bird life
is noticeably increasing even in the
eight months that we have lived
here.
More rarely seen, but a sure presence near the two Creeks, are the
white ibis and the straw-necked ibis.
I admit to feeling
great
excitement
when I saw the
first
white
one
alone,
poking
about in the grass
just
below
our
house, and a few
days after that I
chanced to see a
pair
of
strawnecked ibis on the
other side of the
Creek. The white
ibis (Threskiornis
molucca) is also
known as Australian
white
ibis,
black-necked ibis
and sickle bird, its
long beak looking
like a sickle. It is common in the
north, south and eastern sides of
Australia inhabiting more than half of
the country. It breeds from Septem-

MEANDERS

The straw-necked ibis (Threskiornis
spinicollis) has black feathers with a
bronze and green sheen. The head is
bare and black, the upper neck black
and the lower neck white with dark
mottling. The stiff yellow straw-like
feathers on the lower neck give it its
unusual name. It has bare yellow
patches under the arms and on each
side of breast.
The straw-necked ibis is found over
a large part of Australia, except for
an inland patch. It breeds throughout
the year depending on flooding. It is
also known as dry-weather bird,
farmer’s friend and letter-bird. Like
the white ibis its nest is a platform of
sticks, sometimes lined with leaves.
And like the white ibis it is found in
swamps and lake margins. However,
unlike the white birds it is also found
in dry places and on the sea shore.
Both species have individual and extremely elaborate courtship and procreating rituals. When in large
groups they fly in a distinctive vformation, flapping their wings and
gliding in complete unison.
When I decided to write about the
presence of ibises at Edgars and
Merri Creeks I had not sighted the
white or the straw-necked ibis for at
least two months and then suddenly
I spotted a pair of straw-necked ibis
poking about just past the Creek
confluence near the path leading to
the Lake. I ran home to get my camera and they were fortunately still
there when I returned and I was able
to record them.
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I had previously only seen the white ibis alone
when, just before Christmas, I came across
three of them, a pair and a young one, on the
rocks near the bridge over the Merri Creek just
past the Lake. I raced home to get my camera
but when I returned sadly they had gone. The
next morning I wisely carried my camera with
me just in case and to my absolute delight found
the three of them wading and poking about in
exactly the same spot. There was also a lone
cormorant sitting on a nearby rock. Incidentally,
I have not seen either of the ibis since that day.
The unusually heavy rainfall that we received at
that time may have brought them to our creeks.
On that same morning I observed that the pair
of black swans, always a familiar sight at the
Lake, was now accompanied by four soft-downed
cygnets.
It was exciting to see their newly expanded
family. A proliferation of various ducks, seagulls,
and introduced geese increases the liveliness of
water bird life at Merri Creek, and I have twice
sighted a pair of native ducks that have ventured
down Merri Creek and found their way to the Edgars Creek waterfall, a pleasing sight indeed.
Having completed writing this article I suddenly
chanced upon another bird that is rarely seen in
this area. It is the large egret (Ardea alba), a
graceful white bird that leans slightly forward
with its neck stretched out when moving. The
neck is longer than its body. Unlike the ibises,
the large egret almost always travels alone. It
inhabits rivers, lakes and dams, and prefers to
live in temperate regions throughout the world.
During the breeding season it forms beautiful
long plumes on its lower body.
These plumes were once used as
decorations on women’s hats until the
hunting of the birds for their feathers
was mercifully made illegal. The large
egret is also known as egret, great
egret, great white egret, white egret
and white crane. Seeing the large
egret near the Creeks’ confluence on a
recent late afternoon walk was an exceptional treat.
I commend Stephen Northey and his
team (FoEC) for their passion, vision
and care in revegetating the banks of
Edgars Creek. The future of an increasing variety of bird life (and frogs)
seems assured.
Article written by Betty Snowdon

ABOVE. A Great Egret stalking the shallows of Edgars
Creek, North Coburg.
BELOW. Black Swans and Cygnets, Coburg Lake.
Photos by Betty Snowdon
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Creekside alliances

Weeding together

“Densely
matting wire
grass and
blanket weed
were removed
to expose bare
earth upon
which locally
collected
Windmill
Grass seed was
spread.”

During December last year, workers
from the Moreland City Council handweeded and cut-off Chilean Needle
Grass seed heads around an area of
remnant grasslands in North Coburg.
Sam Niedra, the Natural Resource
Management Officer up at Council,
has arranged for this area, located
beneath a copse of River Red-gums
Eucalyptus camaldulensis adjacent to
Ronald Street, to be taken off the
regular slashing regime to assist these
remnant grasslands, which are pre- Moreland Council workers cutting-off Chilean
Needle Grass seed heads, North Coburg.
dominately Wallaby Grass AustrodanPhoto by Sam Niedra 2008
thonia caespitose, to colonise. Council
is in the process of sourcing funding
for further improvement works at this
site, including supplementary planting.
During February 2009, the Friends of
Edgars Creek also held a weed workshop at this site, including further
hand weeding works under the tutelage of Alex Davern from the Merri
Creek Management Committee.
Densely matting wire grass and blanket weed were removed to expose
bare earth upon which locally collected Windmill Grass Chloris truncate
seed was spread.

M9 Water main replacement
As part of the replacement of the ageing M9 water main, Melbourne Water
is planning to host a community planting day during
2010-11.
The M9 main is about
17km long, and runs between Essendon Airport
and Reservoir, passing beneath Edgars Creek along
the way. Parts of the main
are up to 114 years old.
The project includes replac-

ing a section of pipe beneath Edgar’s Creek, just
above the concrete channelled section of the Creek
in North Coburg.
Throughout this part of
the project, Melbourne Water is committed to working
closely with the Friends of
Edgar’s Creek to achieve
our common goal of minimising impacts on the local
environment.
For further information,
please call 131 722, or visit
melbournewater.com.au
closer to the construction.

Friends support
helps MCMC secure
more funding for
our Creek
During November last year, the
Merri Creek Management Committee (MCMC), with the support of the
Friends of Edgars Creek, won a
Commonwealth Government ‘Caring
for our Country’ grant to remove
the boxthorn infestation from the
regionally significant exposed Silurian cliff adjacent to the former Kodak site. This was one of six high
priority sites across four municipalities that will be enhanced through
this project.
The MCMC project is aimed at
engaging local communities in
strengthening the habitat values of
northern Melbourne’s Merri Corridor
as well as extending and enhancing
threatened vegetation. As such, the
grant will also fund additional
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as a series of ‘weed workshops’ for members of
the Friends of Edgars Creek.
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Pollution
concern for
our Creek
According to Melbourne Water surveys, many
of Melbourne’s waterways may have heavy
metal concentrations that are of concern to
stream health.
Australian Standards for heavy metal concentrations in Australian Waterways, called draft
Interim Sediment Quality Guidelines (ISQG),
have been developed by comparing the results
of surveys conducted by the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) during 1982–1983 and
Melbourne Water conducted in 1994–1995.
These standards are used to indicate heavy
metal levels that are likely to impact adversely
on stream life.
“Sometimes

Boxthorn infestation along a Silurian cliff, North Coburg.
2009 FoEC planting site in foreground.
Photo by Stephen Northey 2009

A key to achieving more funding for environmental works along Edgars Creek is our achievement and commitment, as a community group,
in the restoration of threatened riparian and escarpment vegetation. In particular, our work enhancing remnant Floodplain Riparian Woodland,
Streambank Shrubland and Escarpment Shrubland vegetation, which are all listed as endangered in the Victorian Volcanic Plains Bioregion,
was viewed as worthy of additional funding support.
Edgar’s Creek in fact marks the boundary of
the Victorian Volcanic Plains Bioregion in Coburg.
Our restoration of Creekline Tussock Grassland,
which is listed as a critically endangered ecological community under the Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, is also
significant in the context of this project.
So, as we continue to work on our projects
throughout the year, we owe particular gratitude
to Katrina Roberg, MCMC Conservation Program
Manager, who secured the additional funding for
Edgars Creek improvement works under the Caring for our Country program, as well as all the
gang at MCMC who have continued to provide so
much support to the Friends of Edgars Creek.

During September 2008,gardening
John Milkins
from
is just
the City of Whittlesea presented some disturbing industrial drain monitoring data
the Edthat to
simple.”
wardes Lake Neighbourhood Environment Improvement Plan (NEIP) Working Group. This
data comprised the result of a City of Whittlesea drain monitoring project, which included 11
small drainage catchments along Edgars Creek
adjacent to the Thomastown industrial area,
north of Mahoney’s Road. The results showed
alarmingly high levels of toxicants (heavy metals and hydrocarbons) in the sample.
The technique used to gather this data involved placing mesh bags filled with activated
carbon granules in stormwater pits and outfalls
along the Creek over five consecutive weeks.
According to Ben Harris, from the Environmental Operations section of the City of Whittlesea, “the activated carbon inside the bags
takes up pollutants in the water passing
through. The bag is then removed after a week
and analysed, with the bag refilled each week
with fresh granules. The idea is to get a picture
of pollutant loads over a whole week, rather
than a snapshot-in-time like regular grab sampling does.” Some preliminary sediment sampling was also conducted as part of the study in
the same reach of Edgars Creek.
All sample sites, from the Northern Metropolitan Ring Road down to the Mahoney’s Road
bridge, recorded levels of Zinc way above the
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high ISQG benchmark, where steam life begins
to be adversely impacted.
Even more concerning, levels of cooper recorded below the SP AusNet Electricity Terminal
were almost SEVEN times higher than the ISQG
benchmark. Hydrocarbon pollutants were also
highest at this sample site and way above neutral levels. As reported previously in Meanders
Quarterly, this particular site was the subject of
an EPA prosecution in 2007 for the operation of
an illegal rubbish tip. A Bundoora man was
fined $45,000 for dumping some 27,000 cubic
metres of waste illegally on land leased from
the power company.

… a continuing
commitment
In April 2008, Greening Australia received a
$20,000 grant from Melbourne Water to begin
restoration works along lower Edgars Creek as
part of its Urban Bushcare Program. Mark Williams, the new Project Officer for this project,
provides an update on Greening Australia’s
continuing commitment to Edgars Creek.
Greening Australia continues to undertake
restoration works at two sites along Edgars
Creek at Coburg North. Our first site is adjacent to Ronald Street between the bike path
and the escarpment and the second downstream from Tilley Street on the western side
of the creek, just upstream of the Kodak
Bridge.
Since our last update published in Meanders
Quarterly, another successful planting day was
held for Sensis volunteers during September
2008. Over 1500 ground cover plants were
planted at the Tilley Street site during this
planting day. This adds to the 1500 planted at
both sites during Winter. The ground cover
plants were planted fairly densely with the aim
of creating a competitive indigenous ground
vegetation layer.

Illegal
rubbish dump
on the
banks of
Edgars Creek,
Thomastown.
Photo by
Stephen Northey

Clearly, the SP AusNet Electricity Terminal
site continues to be a major source of pollutants, which will make in-stream conditions too
toxic for aquatic life and increase the risk to
public health downstream.
While the City of Whittlesea should be commended for the conduct of the study we are,
however, awaiting an announcement from relevant authorities about what is going to be done
to clean-up and rehabilitate this toxic hazard on
the banks of Edgars Creek. A letter to your local
politician might even help the cause!
Article written by Stephen Northey

During December 2008, Greening Australia’s
on-ground crew also removed the majority of
remaining boxthorn and hawthorn from the
lower slopes of the Tilley Street site. A few
woody weeds have been left to provide habitat
and roosting perches for birds. Removal of the
boxthorn infestation, which previously provided an arbour for rabbits, is part of our overall rabbit control strategy at the site.
The shrubs and ground covers planted within
the rabbit proof fence over Winter-Spring are
growing very well, despite the dry conditions,
with most of the shrubs already above their
guards. Some Black Wattles are 1.2 metres
tall! The ground cover plants are creating the
much anticipated competitive ground layer
with some of the saltbush species already
spreading to cover an area of greater than a
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square metre.
The plains grassy woodland species
planted in the mulch at the Ronald
Street site are also progressing well
and have provided a lot of colour in
front of the escarpment during the
Spring-Summer flowering season. A
mixture of grasses, including Wallaby, Kangaroo and Tussock grass
species; as well as a diverse range of
herbs and lilies, including Common
Everlasting, Milky Beauty Heads, Flax
Lily, Pink Bindweed, and Tufted bluebells - have all been planted at this
site.

ABOVE. Sensis staff planting day at the Tilley
Street site, September 2008, North Coburg.
Photo by Mark Williams 2008

BELOW. Tilley Street site, March 2009,
North Coburg.
Photo by Stephen Northey 2009

Recently, Greening Australia received
another $12,350 grant from Melbourne Water to continue the works
along Edgars Creek. This will include
site preparation and revegetation of
the slope at the Tilley Street site to within about
5m of the Creek. The funding will also allow follow up maintenance of both sites until mid 2010.
During March or April, the piles of woody weed
debris will be burnt, once the fire danger passes.
Greening Australia is negotiating with relevant
agencies for this ‘burning’ to be a community
event. Should that proceed, we will be sure to
bring the marshmallows!
Article written by Mark Williams

2009 Friends of Edgars Creek Calendar
Sunday 15 March 2009, 1-3pm
Weed workshop: Aquatic weeds around Edgars Creek waterfall and gooseneck meander planting site
Hosted by the Merri Creek Management Committee.
Thursday 26 March, 7-8:30pm
Walk and talk over a glass of wine: The Natural history of
Edgars Creek
Hosted by the Merri Creek Management Committee
Sunday 19 April 2009, 1-3pm
Planting: Riparian habitat restoration beneath a regionally
significant Silurian cliff
Sunday 17 May 2009, 1-3pm
Planting: Riparian habitat restoration beneath a regionally
significant Silurian cliff
Sunday 7 June 2009, 10am-12:30pm

Joint Friends of Edwardes Lake and
Friends of Edgars Creek planting day
“ephemeral wetlands planting”
Hosted by City of Darebin Edgars Creek Bushland Crew.
Meet at Scout Hall Carpark (off Leamington
Street, Reservoir.
Sunday 21 June 2009, 1-3pm
Planting: Restoring a creekline tussock grassland by the
Edgars Creek waterfall
Sunday 19 July 2009, 1-3pm
Planting: Tree custodian planting of River Red-gums and
Blackwoods
Sunday 16 August 2009, 1-3pm
Planting: Riparian habitat restoration along a ‘goose-neck’
meander of Edgars Creek
Sunday 20 September 2009, 1-3pm
Planting: Riparian habitat restoration along a ‘goose-neck’
meander of Edgars Creek
Sunday 18 October 2009, 1-3pm
Weeding: Remnant Silurian escarpment scrubland habitat
Sunday 15 November 2009, 1-3pm
Weeding: Aquatic weeds around gooseneck meander
planting site
Sunday 20 December 2009, 1-3pm
Christmas Party (details to be announced)

ALL FoEC activities
Meet at the
Edgars Creek notice board
Adjacent to Ronald Street,
North Coburg.
Melways Map 18 A9.

Look for the FoEC sign.

The Friends of Edgars Creek is a community group
established in 2007 to help restore and protect
Edgars Creek, the largest tributary of Merri Creek.
OUR MISSION

To help improve the environmental and recreational
quality of Edgars Creek reserve by:

Mail to: C/- Friends of Edgars Creek

•

advocating for the management of this
important waterway as an entire freshwater
ecosystem

•

working with local Councils and Melbourne
Water to ensure any maintenance and
development works deliver a real and direct
benefit to the creek corridor

•

organising and facilitating events for the
community to be involved in restoration works
and environmental educational, and

•

communicating with developers to ensure they
understand how strongly the community values
the creek reserve from both an environmental
and recreational perspective.

17 Boyne Street
NORTH COBURG VIC 3058
Email: edgarscreek@freshwater.net.au
Phone: 03 9350 4212

We’re on the Web!
http://www.freshwater.net.au/foec.htm

Supported by the Melbourne Water and Cities of Darebin, Whittlesea and Moreland Community Grants Programs

Friends of Edwardes Lake Back in action
During 2008, the Friends of Edwardes Lake reconvened and is
now back in action implementing restoration works and community activities along Edgars
Creek around the Lake.
Edwardes Lake is one of the
largest lakes in metropolitan
Melbourne and is located within the 26 hectare
Edwardes Lake Park in Reservoir. The ‘Friends
of’ group was originally formed in 2000 when
water quality in the lake degraded significantly
and an outbreak of botulism occurred causing
deaths of aquatic species.
Now back in action, including a collaborative
planting day with FoEC in June this year, the
calendar opposite is a sample of some of the
exciting activities FoEL has planned around the
Lake.

Sunday 24 May, 8.45am –10.30am
Bird Survey (with Friends of Merri Creek)
Meet at Griffith St BBQ area, Reservoir.
BYO binoculars.
Sunday 7 June, 10am- 12.30pm
Planting: Ephemeral wetland planting
(with Friends of Edgars Creek)
Meet at the Scout’s Hall Car Park
(off Leamington St, Reservoir).
Sunday 2 August, 10am- 12.30pm
National Tree Day planting.
Meet at Griffith St BBQ area, Reservoir.
For more information contact Kate
McCaughey (Friends of Edwardes Lake) on
kate_mac@iprimus.com.au OR
Call Lee McKenzie on 0419 750 532

