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Recently our Secretary, the honourable Craig Hadley, emailed me and
commented that our last planting day
had a really good ‘vibe’. For those of
you who remember the film ‘The Castle’ you will know how important the
‘vibe’ can be!

2009 FoEC
Event Calender
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WHY
MEANDERS?
The eroding
bends of
goose-neck
meanders
through the
lower
floodplains of
Edgars Creek
are part of a
natural
process.
Apparently,
there are no
other areas
along the
urbanised
sections of
Merri and
Edgars Creeks
where this
process can be
preserved.

This issue of Meanders features
personal accounts of what people
value about the Edgars Creek environment. This environment is subject
to imminent change. Not only are
9,000 new dwellings being built on its
banks as part of the VicUrban development north of Epping. Now the
State Government has taken over
planning authority to
‘fast-track’
the redevelopment of the former Kodak site in North Coburg, which directly abuts the Edgars Creek floodplain reserve. The photo opposite top
shows the 20 hectare former Kodak
site with an ancient Silurian cliff face
in the foreground, beneath which
flows Edgars Creek. The photo below
shows the local community gathering
together for a well earned cuppa after our last planting day at the foot of
this cliff face. A very important and
valued environment and a spirited,
generous community!

Former Kodak sites with Silurian cliff in the
foreground, North Coburg, April 2009.
Photo by Stephen Northey

Sustainable development is possible. On page 10 you will find an article from Aurora’s Development Manager about the impressive initiatives
VicUrban are implementing along the
banks and environs of Edgars Creek
around its headwaters in Epping.
In this issue you will read about the
great work Greening Australia and
the Merri Creek Management Committee have been doing along the
Creek to remove infestations of

Taking a break! Remnant River Red-gum and
Silurian cliff, North Coburg, April 2009.
Photo by Stephen Northey
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woody weeds: a remnant of past neglect which is literally arising from the ashes into a new future, as you will discover
on page 11.

“ The local
community is
a stakeholder
in our
changing
environment
… what does
that mean for
Our Creek? .”

Despite over three years of persistent and dedicated campaigning, the surplus VicRoads land located in the lower
floodplain of the Creek is still the subject of internal wrangling within State Government. (See page 13). Why are
these community assets like this land not recognised and expressed as outcomes?
The local community is a stakeholder in our changing environment. The work of the Newlands Community Alliance
which advocates for the interests of the people and the place
that is Our community, is explained on page 14.
During 2006, the Kodak Neighbourhood Action Group
(KNAG) made a very positive contribution to a set of Moreland Council Objectives for the Redevelopment of the Former
Kodak Site. Good objectives. A sample is highlighted below.
Through these negotiations, we also met with the developer,
a consortia between Urbex and Babcock & Brown.
Since then, we have observed and felt the world’s financial “Sometimes
markets melt down.

gardening is just

And now the State Government, through the Department of
Planning and Community Development, has taken charge of that simple.”
the redevelopment of the site, ‘fast-tracking’ that development to ‘stimulate jobs’ in hard times.
What does that mean for Our Creek?
The State Government has already rezoned and amended
the Moreland Planning Scheme, without public exhibition, to
allow the development to proceed, ‘immediately’. Some of
these amendments, as they relate to requirements for the
Development’s treatment of Edgars Creek, are listed on the
opposite page. Encouragingly, direct reference is given to the
September 2006 Council Objectives.
As all this has been ‘going-on’, the Friends have got stuck
into our Winter planting season. Over two planting days, we
have already planted 1,200 plants at the foot of the ancient
Silurian cliff that runs along the northern boundary of the
former Kodak site. Great days! I sincerely hope that those
charged with the responsibility for the development of the
adjacent land will display the same care, consideration and
commitment as the Friends.

Stephen Northey

MORELAND COUNCIL OBJECTIVES, SEPTEMBER 2006
an appropriate interface with Edgars Creek that enhances the bushland character of the
creek corridor, addresses significant stands of remnant vegetation present in various
locations abutting the site (as identified by the Moreland Remnant Vegetation Assessment MCMC, 1998), and integrates with planting along the Edgars Creek reserve associated with Planning Permit No. 2005/0789 (Part 2)
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MORELAND PLANNING SCHEME AMENDMENTS
DEVELOPMENT PLAN OVERLAY - SCHEDULE 10

3.0 Requirements for development
Interface with Edgars Creek
• The protection and enhancement of the Edgars Creek natural

systems through the revegetation of local native species,
weed control and erosion control measures.
• Improvement of water quality within the creek through the

use of Water Sensitive Urban Design within the site to control the quantity and quality of stormwater flows entering the
creek.
• The enhancement of recreation opportunities along Edgars

Creek through the creation of a resting place or node in the
vicinity of the site for people to stop, rest, eat and contemplate.
• The provision of links, views and access from the surround-

ing areas to the creek and open space.
• New road, subdivision layout and development that protects

Aerial photograph showing the 20
hectare former Kodak site in North
Coburg. Edgars Creek meanders
through the centre of the green wedge
of open space. The ‘unnamed’ bridge
is known locally as the ‘Kodak ‘ bridge.
Photo by Leanne Trickey

MEANDERS

and does not compromise the scenic qualities and visual
character of the Edgars Creek corridor by providing adequate
setbacks for development from the creek corridor, providing
adequate landscaping buffers to screen any development and
by avoiding inappropriate placement of fill.
• Lots to be orientated to front onto Edgars Creek to provide

passive surveillance and improved pedestrian access to the
creek corridor, where the site’s topography allows.
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What Edgars Creek means
With the weather getting cooler, I have been enjoying a twilight walk along Edgars Creek, embracing the brisk air while
the fading light benights me. It has been during this time that
I have noticed a group of kookaburras in the trees just north of
the Kodak Bridge, their voices ringing out in the still, encroaching night; signalling to their family that the day has come to an
end.
I have been enjoying their company as I have sojourned solitary along the Creek reflecting on the day and finding some
quiet after an often-hectic day working in the mental health
field.
It is at these times that I really value having ready access to
a green corridor where you can go and be present with the
land and the birds and creatures that inhabit it.
With the recent news that the State Government will be fast
tracking the Kodak development, I fear that these moments
will soon be gone and that the developers and policy makers
will fail to make sensitive decisions around how this development will interface with the Creek reserve.
As a member of FoEC and a resident of North Coburg, I believe that we need to communicate with those concerned with
the Kodak development, just how important the Edgers Creek
reserve is to its community. In doing this, we need to ensure
that there is sensitivity around the development and the interface of the creek for the ongoing welfare of the Creek, its wildlife and existing and future residents.
Article written by Leanne Trickey

Since 2006, the Friends of Edgars Creek have planted over 6,500 indigenous
trees, grasses and shrubs along the meandering bends of Edgars Creek.
Over 200 local residents have volunteered over 1,300 hours of time to come
together to care and improve our Creek.
We have shared a cuppa together, formed connections and have wondered
at the pleasure of our encounters along the Creek: the Winter visitation of a
Flame Robin, an early misty morning sighting of the Great Egret and the
chance discovery of a nest of nuzzling Willy Wagtail hatchlings.
We have taken respite beside this burbling stream, we have run along its
rising escarpment, chased lizards among rocks, spied circling galaxias in
the shadows and shared picnics beneath the trees with our children.
We have met and formed community along Edgars Creek. There is little to
DEVELOP: our community is strong, cohesive and generous …
the Creek tells our story ...
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to our Local Community

With rapidly increasing population growth and
over 1,000 people a day moving to Melbourne
from interstate and overseas, the pressure to
build additional houses is immense. Space is at
a premium. New housing estates fail to provide
gardens; our environment is becoming saturated with artificiality.
To own or live near a piece of nature is a rare
thing yet one that is more than ever critical to
our mental and physical well being midst this
concrete jungle. Most people either never knew,
or have forgotten, that trees provide oxygen
and life; they also attract water and provide
food and a haven for a myriad of birds, animals
and insects, all of which benefit human beings.
Edgars Creek, tragically neglected in the past,
has been revived and is now being well cared
for by volunteer members of Friends of Edgars
Creek. The Creek has responded amazingly and
in a relatively short space of time life has returned in the form of frogs, fish, grasses, birds,
ducks and even the occasional echidna along its
banks. With further care it will provide the
much needed health aspect for thousands, quite
apart from its tremendous natural beauty.
Walking along the Creek path is an incalculable
pleasure and gives one a feeling that all is well
with the world.

TOP. Friends of Edgars Creek ‘goose-neck’ meander planting
site, with the ‘Kodak’ bridge in the background. May 2009.
BELOW. Local children catching tadpoles along Edgars Creek.
Photos by Stephen Northey

For young children the creek is a magical
place to play. I have seen young children catching tadpoles and fish and even building planks
across to make bridges. There is nothing as
good for the young as a Creek and trees.
The sound of cheeky rainbow lorikeets in the
blossoms of recently planted trees is a marvel
and kookaburras, galahs and an occasional
flock of yellow-tailed black cockatoos are a
cause for great excitement, yet these are simply natural creatures that could become more
abundant with more trees in which to feed and
shelter.
Nature is a breathtaking element in our stark
urban landscape of buildings, roads, cars and
roaring motorbikes. The Creek and its environs
are an immense asset to our hard-edged suburbia. There are few areas in Melbourne as pollution-free as ours. The Creek provides rare and
precious ‘breathing’ space. Can we really afford
losing this special place: a place to be?
Article written by Betty Snowden

MEANDERS
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They must know the trees
I grew up on a farm that fronted the Northern Highway on the southern outskirts of Echuca. Boring, flat,
treeless irrigation land as I remember it (with the exception of a couple of ‘old man’ willows on the irrigation channel and my mum’s native tree plantings
around the house block). Across the highway, and then
across another flat, grass paddock was the Campaspe
River. This was home to magnificent remnant giants.
Giants that I now know as Eucalyptus camaldulensis,
River Red’s. Beautiful, twisted, gnarled, seriously old
and enduring. They had been growing along the Campaspe River years before me, years before the white
man had begun to pillage and scar the land. The Yorta
Yorta people knew these trees when they were young.
I was a child who wandered our farmland. Me and
Peppy the dog. I spent many a day meandering in the
red gum forests of the Campaspe, Goulburn and
Murray Rivers, the Barmah and Moira Forest’s and
around Gunbower ‘Island’. I also learnt to know the
trees.
As the years pass by since the days when I roamed
carefree in the forests of camaldulensis, I reflect on
what I learnt about life, death and my place within the
natural environment, the seemingly harsh system of
our land, our planet. My eyes grow moist, my heart
weighs heavy with a yearning for the land. I know
something of the connection with land that the Yorta
Yorta speaks of. How do we continue to treat our land
with such contempt?
Now as I walk the streets of suburbia, a father to my
son, Matteo, I appreciate that my children, all of our
children, need to connect with the land, with the environment that we are all a part of and supports us all. I
have contributed my time to The Friends to help reinvigorate our creek, Edgar’s Creek, so they will have a
place where they can connect with the natural environment. Somewhere that will help them understand how
we do live and how we must live. Just as the Yorta
Yorta people knew the young trees that were the old
trees of the land where I played when I was young, our
children, and their children can know the trees. They
must know the trees.
Article written by David Pavone
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“… there is
something
special about
seeing plants
you’ve grown
from seed get
to maturity.”

Cultivating community
Getting kids to appreciate local
plants has clear benefits for our community and environment. By familiarising them with the dozens of endemic species found here at Edgar’s
Creek, children are offered an opportunity to take stewardship and pride
in the area they’re growing up in.
This
simple
community
action
strengthens children’s connection to
their surroundings, and shows them
that their positive input counts for
something. These are some of the
long term gains but there are lots of
other more immediate benefits derived from taking on this activity.
Raising these plants offers a very
beautiful and simple project children
can own for themselves, with little
cost involved. What’s more, according to the plants chosen, they can be
planted out in the garden or nature
strip broadening the habitat for our
local birds and insects bringing them
to the doorstep. For larger shrubs
and trees, these could be held over
for the next planting day along the
Creek.
Judy Allen from VINC recently came
to the Creek to show us some of the
basics for seed collection and germination. Judy is just completing a film
aimed at educating friends groups in
raising indigenous plants. She has a
wealth of knowledge that she’s
happy to share. So if you’re not yet
sold on the idea of growing your own
plants from seed, feel guilt-free by
popping down to the Yarra Bend Park
to see Judy. Purchase an offering to
your local area while you’re there.
It’s about 3 bucks for tube stock. Remember to tell them you’re a member of this Friends group - it might
be cheaper still.
As a Friends group we can collect
ten percent of the seed in our area to
grow on. Judy recommends that we
maintain genetic diversity by collecting from the strugglers as well as

MEANDERS

those that flourish. If we do decide to
raise our own plants VINC have offered to give us the soil and tubes
they no longer want. Under this arrangement, no set up cost is involved
for parents. Extra investment in the
set up can bring better results in the
amount of seedlings successfully
raised. I don’t think this is really necessary for our aims. Kids can even
be encouraged to save water from
the veggie washing or the shower to
maintain them. Seedlings just need
to be watered little and often in their
first stages.
There is something special in seeing
plants you’ve grown from seed get to
maturity. Trees, perhaps, are the
most singularly dramatic plant we
can grow. They determine the nature
and the health of the Creek protecting it from the full sun. Timing is the
key for sowing some of our more
majestic eucalypts like the River
Red-gum. They can put on a significant amount of growth in the first
few months and need to be planted
out early enough for the roots system to establish itself properly. The
art is in coinciding this with its optimal season for planting out into the
Creek, which is usually around
March. These efforts are well rewarded as their fast growing quality
does offer immediate satisfaction and
rewards with significant change
noted through the years.
I’m personally barracking for the
little guy, the grasses. Planted
boldly, grasses have an unmistakable
Australian presence. Even at the
height of summer these golden
domes look fantastic baking in the
sun. You’ll know what I mean when
you pass the planting by Friends at
the gooseneck meander site. I hope
this sets the standard for the whole
Creek. It is looking beautiful.
Article written by Steve Wiggins
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Sense of place
FROM THE SECRETARY

“ be part
of the next
generation of
Tree Custodians

… join us
on Sunday,
July 19th.”

Blissful sunny autumn days lend
themselves to walks by the Creek.
Plenty of time to admire the new
plantings beneath the ‘Kodak’ cliff
before the late afternoon chill
creeps in ...
The last two plantings have enhanced an already beautiful spot
on the Creek. The removal of
weeds such as boxthorn will ensure that the indigenous seedlings
have every opportunity to thrive.
Also in this area are several
River Red-gums planted as part of
the ‘Tree Custodian’ planting two
years prior. Some of these trees
are now several metres high and
provide a satisfying view of regeneration. To be part of the next

generation of Tree Custodians join
us on July 19th.
With the recent announcement of
the State Government’s plans to
rush through the development of
the Kodak site, we remain determined to protect the Creek and its
environs.

Jo Searle & Craig Hadley

… a word from Meg
Now that it is nearly Winter, there will
hopefully be some rain and when that
happens I will be able to squelch
through the beautiful mud. Recently my
friend Gem and I were walking along
the Creek when we heard some squawking. We turned around to see gorgeous
flashes of black and yellow. I knew instantly that they were Yellow Tailed
Jo and Zoe entertaining the next generation of ‘Tree Custodians’ at our planting
day in May 2009. Old trailers clearly have
many uses for community volunteers.

Black Cockatoos. We walked around

Photo by Stephen Northey

tres away. We stopped to watch, enjoy-

until we got a better view of them. Suddenly one flew to a branch about 15 meing the magical moment .
Meg, Aged 10
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“… planting
days are a
fantastic
opportunity to
get outside
during Winter,
warm up and
get that much
needed dose of
Vitamin D.”

Membership
matters
FROM THE MEMBERSHIP
SECRETARY

Beautiful greenery, wildlife, bird
calls, a place to stroll, sit, get inspired and get away from high paced
life … just down the road … and to
think before April 2008 we’d never
heard of Edgar’s Creek!
We came from the other side of
town and previously interstate.
Within a year of living in the area we
have not only learnt heaps about
flora, fauna, the history of the area,
as well as conservation, plant propagation, weed control … we have also
met some great people too!
This knowledge has not only come
in handy in our own garden but also
when bushwalking around Victoria.

With twilight upon us, Brian Bainsbridge from
MCMC reveals some of the natural history of
Edgars Creek at a recent
FoEC Wine & Cheese night .
Photo by Stephen Northey

kicking on hundreds of years after it
first emerged as a seedling — we are
lucky to have it!
Once established, the recent plantings at the Kodak cliff will add a new
dimension to this site. We are looking forward to watching the plants
grow and attract more birds, insects
and other wildlife to the area (apart
from rabbits!!!).

Planting site beneath
a Silurian cliff
adjacent to the
boundary of the
former Kodak site,
April 2009.
Photo by Sylvia Page

MEANDERS

It’s great to be able to recognise
some of the plants we are planting
down the creek; for example,
Wahlenbergias, Poas, Lomandras
and Acacias.
One of our favourite trees down
the Creek is the remnant River Redgum at the base of the Kodak cliff:
it’s fantastic that this tree is still

FoEC planting days are a fantastic
opportunity to get outside during
Winter, warm up and get that much
needed dose of Vitamin D. Speaking
of vitamins, I think it would be great
one FoEC activity day to get someone to give a talk about indigenous
bush foods, and then plant those
species down along the Creek. Perhaps in the future, catering for the
plantings could include some very
local foods as well as the usual biscuits with a cuppa.
Feel free to make requests for nibbles that take your fancy! We look
forward to meeting everyone that we
haven’t met yet and keep in mind to
mention FoEC to any people you
think would enjoy it!

Sylvia & Nat
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Sustainable development along Edgars Creek
The Aurora development by VicUrban is planned to be home to 25,000
residents and is Victoria’s first and
only 6-star energy efficient community. Aurora is the most sustainable
development of its kind in Australia,
with initiatives focussing on water,
energy, biodiversity, recycling and
community.
Aurora includes a 3.5km section of
Edgars Creek running from Craigieburn Road to O’Herns Road in Epping, approximately 20km north of
the Melbourne CBD.
A few facts about Edgars Creek in
Aurora:
•

a shallow streamline system

•

high geomorphological values to
be retained and enhanced

•

currently highly degraded in
terms of its vegetation values

A masterplan and landscape design
is currently being prepared for the
Aurora section of Edgars Creek with
construction on the first section
planned to commence in 2010. Features to be incorporated into the
creek design are:
•

Revegetation program and community planting days;

•

Re-created Growling Grass Frog
habitat at each road crossing
with open water ponds, appropriate edge planting and rockwork;

•

Exercise stations and hike and
bike trail linking the wider path
network to the Creek;

•

Natural and Cultural heritage sites such as
remnant farming homesteads (dating back
to the 1850’s), Aboriginal heritage, stony
knoll and River Red-gum conservation areas;

Aurora Estate in Epping which includes a section of the
shallow streamline system that forms the headwaters of
Edgars Creek, 2009

This construction is to include two ponds either
side of a road crossing of Edgars Creek north of
Harvest Home Road.

•

art and sculpture opportunities (including
community art pieces); and

•

adjacent recreation park with picnic and
playground facilities.

Conservation areas with remnant River Redgum and Stoney Knoll Grasslands are to be protected and managed as part of Aurora’s Conservation Management Plan.

Initial Growling Grass Frog habitat works are
due to commence in June 2009.

Article written by Erika Jeremy,
Development Manager, Aurora
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Succumbing to fire
On Thursday 21st May, staff from Greening Australia in conjunction with Moreland Council burnt
the remaining weed pile in Cash Reserve upstream from the Kodak bridge in North Coburg.
The pile was made up of weeds that were removed from the fenced area by volunteers last
year. A Council tractor operator compacted the
pile to ensure the burn was easy to manage.
The area cleared of weeds is now gradually being revegetated by Greening Australia with funding from Melbourne Water.
Greening Australia staff torched the pile at
about 11am in the morning. The weather was
ideal with very slight winds. The monster pile of
weeds didn’t take long to be reduced to a pile of
ash. It was very satisfying standing back watching the boxthorn, gorse, hawthorn and prunus
(the list goes on!) succumb to the fire. All that
remains is a large pile of ash, where the pile of
weeds once was.

Burning wood debris removed from the Greening Australia planting site, May 2009, North Coburg.
Photo by Mark Williams 2009

Ancient Silurian escarpment, North Coburg.
Photo by Stephen Northey 2009

Special thanks to Sam Niedra from Moreland
Council for his assistance in the lead up and on
the day of the burn.
Greening Australia continues to work in the
same area, with the plan for the next 12 months
to control weeds on the bottom half of the fenced
area and gradually revegetate with a range of
large shrubs and groundcovers.
Article by Mark Williams, Project Officer,
Greening Australia’s Urban Bushcare Program

Revealing an ancient
escarpment
It rises above the late autumn mist sleeping in
the Creek valley: an ancient Silurian cliff, hidden
away in a forgotten corner of northern Melbourne. The course of Edgars Creek turns at a
right angle at the base of the cliff, negotiating
giant blocks of rock that have fallen from the cliff
face. A remnant River Red-gum reaches out over
the Creek with eerie nobility. What spared this
giant from the pioneer’s axe or the farmer’s
grassy ambitions or the once rampant hunger for
firewood?
Forgotten, this area gradually succumbed to
the invasion of noxious and exotic weeds.
MEANDERS
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African Boxthorn colonized the dry
escarpment and choked the base of
the aging Red-gum. Rabbits, under
the cover of dense thicket, drove burrows deep within the cliff. Thankfully,
the times of neglect have come to an
end.
With the support of the local community, the Merri Creek Management
Committee (MCMC) last year received
a Commonwealth Government ‘Caring
for our Country’ grant to remove the
boxthorn infestation from the face of
the cliff. Led by a tenacious Alex Darven, the MCMC Bushland Crew took
to this prickly imposter with unrelenting saw to expose an ancient escarpment.
In the shadow of this regionally significant geological feature, the
Friends of Edgars of Creek, with the
support of the Melbourne Water Community Grants program, recently
planted over 1,200 trees, shrubs,
grasses and rushes during two community planting days held in April and
May.
The restoration of endangered
streambank and escarpment shrubland are our tribute to this ancient
land and a time past. This recent
planting is also a contemporary celebration of community spirit, stakeholder partnership and new hope.
Special thanks needs to go to
Megan Jericho from MCMC who managed the site preparation and woody
weed removal for this project.
Megan’s professionalism and good
humour have in fact made it possible.
Article written by
Stephen Northey
TOP. Silurian escarpment with boxthorn
infestation shown in the upper left corner of
the photograph. August 2007.
MIDDLE. Escarpment with boxthorn removed and the first replacement plants
beneath a remnant River Red-gum, May 2009.
BOTTOM. A stream of tree guards after a
recent FoEC tree planting day, with the
Silurian cliff face as a backdrop, May 2009.
Photos by Stephen Northey
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“… at a time
when
thousands of

Save Our Parkland
Local residents continue the fight to
SAVE our creekside parkland

new residents
are moving
into the former
Kodak site and
Pentridge
developments,
this parkland
should be the
250 people and a contingent of canine friends walk in
protest through threatened parkland on the banks of
Edgars Creek, North Coburg, September 2008.

centrepiece of
a revitalised
Coburg, not
sold off for
short term,
small minded
profit, and yet
another
development .”

OPPOSITE.
Sites A, B, C and D
are surplus
VicRoads land
currently for sale.
The large irregular
shaped area
indicates land
subject to flooding.

MEANDERS

For the last three years local
residents have been persistent
in campaigning for the preservation of some 20 hectares of
threatened parkland as vital
open space.
The parkland, maintained as
public open space by Moreland
Council for as long as most remember, was acquired by
VicRoads for now abandoned
freeway construction plans. The
land, now surplus to VicRoad
needs, is currently up for sale.
The land in question forms an
important part of the lower Edgars Creek floodplain, as shown
by the large irregular shaded
area in the map on the right.
The Kodak site is opposite land
parcel D in the upper right.
Pentridge Village is located at
the bottom of the map.
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Newlands Community Alliance Community Together
The Newlands Community Alliance was
formed after a community dinner in August 2008. It is a volunteer-based group
intent on advocating on matters that are
important to the Newlands Community.
Our objectives are to:
• Advocate for the protection and sustainable enhancement of our natural and
built environment
• Promote an appreciation of Newlands
distinctive heritage and cultural diversity
• Encourage and facilitate community
connectedness and cohesion
• Communicate and represent the values
and aspirations of the Newlands community to other stakeholders, including
governments and developers
• Advocate for the provision and enhancement of civic facilities and community services within the Newlands
area, and
• Provide an active and open forum for
discussion about issues affecting our
unique community
The Kodak development site abuts our
community. As an overarching community-based group that seeks to encourage
and facilitate community connectedness,
we intend to provide submissions on the
rezoning and redevelopment of Kodak. We
are keen to see the redevelopment of the
former Kodak sites as an opportunity to
enhance the ‘lived’ values inherent in the
area.
Find out more by emailing:
newlandscommunityalliance@gmail.com
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2009 Friends of Edgars Creek Calendar
ALL FoEC activities
Meet at the
Edgars Creek notice board
Adjacent to Ronald Street,
North Coburg.
Melways Map 18 A9.

Look for the FoEC sign.
Sunday 21 June 2009, 1-3pm
Planting: Restoring a creekline tussock grassland by the
Edgars Creek waterfall
Sunday 19 July 2009, 1-3pm
Planting: Tree custodian planting of River Red-gums and
Blackwoods
Sunday 16 August 2009, 1-3pm
Planting: Riparian habitat restoration along a ‘goose-neck’
meander of Edgars Creek
Sunday 20 September 2009, 1-3pm
Planting: Riparian habitat restoration along a ‘goose-neck’
meander of Edgars Creek (continued)
Sunday 18 October 2009, 1-3pm
Weeding: Remnant Silurian escarpment scrubland habitat
Sunday 15 November 2009, 1-3pm
Weeding: Aquatic weeds around gooseneck meander
planting site
Sunday 20 December 2009, 1-3pm
Christmas Party (details to be announced)

TOP. FoEC Stall at the H2O Festival held at the Aurora
Estate in Epping, March 2009.
RIGHT. Isabel Northey planting, August 2008.
Photos by Stephen Northey

MEANDERS

The Friends of Edgars Creek is a community group
established in 2007 to help restore and protect
Edgars Creek, the largest tributary of Merri Creek.
OUR MISSION

To help improve the environmental and recreational
quality of Edgars Creek reserve by:

Mail to: C/- Friends of Edgars Creek

•

advocating for the management of this
important waterway as an entire freshwater
ecosystem

•

working with local Councils and Melbourne
Water to ensure any maintenance and
development works deliver a real and direct
benefit to the creek corridor

•

organising and facilitating events for the
community to be involved in restoration works
and environmental educational, and

•

communicating with developers to ensure they
understand how strongly the community values
the creek reserve from both an environmental
and recreational perspective.

17 Boyne Street
NORTH COBURG VIC 3058
Email: edgarscreek@freshwater.net.au
Phone: 03 9350 4212

We’re on the Web!
http://www.freshwater.net.au/foec.htm

Supported by the Melbourne Water and Cities of Darebin, Whittlesea and Moreland Community Grants Programs

Friends of Edwardes Lake Back in action
During 2008, the Friends of Edwardes Lake reconvened and is
now back in action implementing restoration works and community activities along Edgars
Creek around the Lake.
Edwardes Lake is one of the
largest lakes in metropolitan
Melbourne and is located within the 26 hectare
Edwardes Lake Park in Reservoir. The ‘Friends
of’ group was originally formed in 2000 when
water quality in the lake degraded significantly
and an outbreak of botulism occurred causing
deaths of aquatic species.
Now back in action, including a collaborative
planting day with FoEC in June this year, the
calendar opposite is a sample of some of the
exciting activities FoEL has planned around the
Lake.

Sunday 24 May, 8.45am –10.30am
Bird Survey (with Friends of Merri Creek)
Meet at Griffith St BBQ area, Reservoir.
BYO binoculars.
Sunday 7 June, 10am- 12.30pm
Planting: Ephemeral wetland planting
(with Friends of Edgars Creek)
Meet at the Scout’s Hall Car Park
(off Leamington St, Reservoir).
Sunday 2 August, 10am- 12.30pm
National Tree Day planting.
Meet at Griffith St BBQ area, Reservoir.
For more information contact Kate
McCaughey (Friends of Edwardes Lake) on
kate_mac@iprimus.com.au OR
Call Lee McKenzie on 0419 750 532

